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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-9, 24, 28, 31-32, 34-38, 50, 55, 58, 61, 64, 66-73 and 81 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nakata et al (US 2006/0271993 A1). 



Regarding claims 1, 31, 64 and 81, Nakata discloses a communication system (FIG.1, 1) 
having a plurality of clients including a first client and a second client (FIG.1 , 3A, 3B), a method 
for providing continuity of at least one broadcast event between the plurality of clients and 
devices (FIG.1, 3A, 3B) comprising: 

Monitoring the at least one broadcast event by the first client (Para 74 lines 1-8, Para 75 
lines 1-6, Para 111 lines 4-11), and 

Launching monitoring of the at least one broadcast event by the second client in 
response to an occurrence associated with the at least one broadcast event (Para 79 lines 4-7, 
Para 82 lines 1-6, Para 83 lines 1-6, Para 86 lines 5-10). 

Regarding claims 2 and 32, Nakata further discloses disabling monitoring of the at least 
one broadcast event by the first client (Para 81 lines 1 -4). 



Application/Control Number: 10/074,131 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2623 

Regarding claims 4, 34 and 66, Nakata further discloses one or a combination of 
broadcast events selected from a group consisting of a sports game, a simulcast concert, a 
television program (Para 111 lines 5-9), a networked program, and a radio program. 

Regarding claims 5, 58 and 67, Nakata further discloses the occurrence comprising one 
or a combination of occurrences selected from a group consisting of an event start time, a user 
input received by the first client, a user input received by the second client (Para 82 lines 1-6), a 
deactivation of the first client, an activation of the second client, and an establishment of a 
communication connection between the first client and the second client. 

Regarding claims 6, 35, 68 and 71 , Nakata further discloses the first client operating 
within a first device (FIG.1 , 3A) and further wherein the second client operating within a second 
device (FIG.1.3B). 

Regarding claims 7, 36, 69, and 72, Nakata further discloses the first device is a device 
selected from a group consisting of a network device (FIG.1, 3A), a mobile device, and a cable 
box. 

Regarding claims 8, 37, 70 and 73, Nakata further discloses the second device is a 
device selected from a group consisting of a network device (FIG.1, 3B), a mobile device, and a 
cable box. 

Regarding claims 9, 38 and 61 , Nakata further discloses initiating a broadcast monitoring 
. transfer prior to the launching step (Para 77 lines 1-6, Para 79 lines 4-7). 

Regarding claims 24 and 50, Nakata further discloses the occurrence comprises: 
sending a monitoring notification from the first client to the second client (Para 77, Para 78). 



j 
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Regarding claims 28 and 55, Nakata further discloses the occurrence comprises: 
sending a monitoring notification from the second client to the first client (FIG.1 , 3A, 3B are 
identical set-up, the operation between them are identical, this includes sending a monitoring 
notification from 3B to 3A). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 33 and 65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakata et al 
(US 2006/0271993 A1 ) in view of Russell et al (US 2002/0049679 A1). 

Regarding claims 3, 33 and 65, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claims 1, 
31and64. 

Nakata does not disclose transferring a monitoring license from the first client to the second client 
prior to the launching step. 

In an analogous art, Russell does disclose transferring a monitoring license from the first 
client to the second client prior to the launching step (Para 67 lines 1-6). 
It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with transferring a monitoring license from the first 
client to the second client prior to the launching step taught by Russell so that the licensed copy 
is protected. 
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5. Claims 10-23, 25-27, 29-30, 39-49, 51-54, 56-57, 59-60, 62-63, 74-80, 82-86 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakata et al (US 2006/0271993 A1) in view of Finseth et al 
(US 2005/0028207 A1). 

Regarding Claims 10, 74 and 82, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claims 1, 9, 
64, 68 and 81. 

Nakata does not disclose storing at least one transfer client profile associated with at least one of 
the plurality of clients in the first client prior to the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step, 
wherein the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step includes choosing the second client 
from the stored at least one transfer client profile. 

In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose storing at least one transfer client profile 
associated with at least one of the plurality of clients in the first client prior to the initiating a 
broadcast monitoring transfer step (FIG.7, Para 81 lines 1-6), wherein the initiating a broadcast 
monitoring transfer step includes choosing the second client from the stored at least one transfer 
client profile (Para 81 lines 9-14). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with storing at least one transfer client 
profile associated with at least one of the plurality of clients in the first client prior to the initiating a 
broadcast monitoring transfer step, wherein the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step 
includes choosing the second client from the stored at least one transfer client profile taught by 
Finseth so that more information regarding broadcast program can be shared. 

Regarding Claims 1 1, 75 and 83, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claims 1 , 9, 
64, 68 and 81. 

Nakata does not disclose storing at least one transfer client profile associated with at 
least one of the plurality of clients including a second client profile associated with the second 
client in the first client prior to the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step; and 
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linking the second client profile with the at least one broadcast event, wherein the 
initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step includes retrieving from storage the second client 
profile linked to the at least one broadcast event. 

In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose storing at least one transfer client profile 
associated with at least one of the plurality of clients including a second client profile associated 
with the second client in the first client prior to the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step 
(FIG.9, 174, Para 92 lines 3-10); and linking the second client profile with the at least one 
broadcast event, wherein the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step includes retrieving 
from storage the second client profile linked to the at least one broadcast event (Para 92 lines 1 1- 
13). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with storing at least one transfer client 
profile associated with at least one of the plurality of clients including a second client profile 
associated with the second client in the first client prior to the initiating a broadcast monitoring 
transfer step; and linking the second client profile with the at least one broadcast event, wherein 
the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step includes retrieving from storage the second 
client profile linked to the at least one broadcast event taught by Finseth so that more information 
regarding broadcast program can be shared. 

Regarding Claims 12, 76 and 84, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claims 1, 9, 
64, 68 and 81. 

Nakata does not disclose storing at least one transfer client profile associated with at 
least one of the plurality of clients including a second client profile associated with the second 
client in the first client prior to the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step; and linking the 
second client profile with a broadcast channel, wherein the initiating a broadcast monitoring 
transfer step includes: 

identifying the broadcast channel associated with the at least one broadcast event, and 
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retrieving from storage the second client profile linked to the at least one broadcast 
channel. 

In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose storing at least one transfer client profile 
associated with at least one of the plurality of clients including a second client profile associated 
with the second client in the first client prior to the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step; 
and linking the second client profile with a broadcast channel, wherein the initiating a broadcast 
monitoring transfer step includes: 

identifying the broadcast channel associated with the at least one broadcast event (Para 
84 lines 1-3), and 

retrieving from storage the second client profile linked to the at least one broadcast 
channel (Para 84 lines 1-5). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with storing at least one transfer client 
profile associated with at least one of the plurality of clients including a second client profile 
associated with the second client in the first client prior to the initiating a broadcast monitoring 
transfer step; and linking the second client profile with a broadcast channel, wherein the initiating 

a broadcast monitoring transfer step including identifying the broadcast channel associated with 

» 

the at least one broadcast event; and retrieving from storage the second client profile linked to the 
at least one broadcast channel taught by Finseth so that more information regarding broadcast 
program can be shared. 

Regarding Claims 13, 77 and 85, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claims 1,9, 
64, 68 and 81. 

Nakata does not disclose linking the second client profile with a time period, wherein the initiating 

a broadcast monitoring transfer step includes: 

identifying the time period associated with the at least one broadcast event; and 
retrieving from storage the second client profile linked to the time period. 
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In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose linking the second client profile with a time 
period (FIG. 12, 206), wherein the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step includes: 

identifying the time period associated with the at least one broadcast event (FIG. 12, 206); 

and 

retrieving from storage the second client profile linked to the time period (FIG. 12, 208, 
Para 96 lines 1-5). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with linking the second client profile with a 
time period, wherein the initiating a broadcast monitoring transfer step including identifying the 
time period associated with the at least one broadcast event; and retrieving from storage the 
second client profile linked to the time period taught by Finseth so that more information 
regarding broadcast program can be shared. 

Regarding Claims 14, 39, 78 and 86, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claims 1, 
9, 64, 68 and 81 . Nakata further discloses sending a monitoring notification from the first client to 
the second client, wherein the monitoring notification includes a broadcast channel identifier 
(Para 111 lines 8-13). 

Nakata does not disclose sending a request for a plurality of broadcast information 
associated with the at least one broadcast event from the second client to the broadcast server; 
and 

receiving the plurality of broadcast information from the broadcast server by the second 

client. 

In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose sending a request for a plurality of broadcast 
information associated with the at least one broadcast event from the second client to the 
broadcast server (Para 84 lines 1-5); and 
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receiving the plurality of broadcast information from the broadcast server by the second 
client (Para 84 lines 1-5, building his/her own program guide requires requesting and receiving 
broadcast information from the broadcast server). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the . 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with sending a request for a plurality of 
broadcast information associated with the at least one broadcast event from the second client to 
the broadcast server; and receiving the plurality of broadcast information from the broadcast 
server by the second client taught by Finseth so that more information regarding broadcast 
program can be shared. 

Regarding Claim 15, the claim is met by Nakata and Finseth. In particular, Finseth 
discloses the monitoring notification including a time stamp (Para 82 lines 1-5, transmission 
through the internet includes the time stamp). 

Regarding Claims 16, 40 and 79, Finseth further discloses one or a combination of 
broadcast information selected from a group consisting of an event start time, an event end time, 
a plurality of event connection information, and a plurality of media information (Para 81 lines 3- 

Regarding Claims 17, 41 and 80, Finseth further discloses the plurality of media 
information including a plurality of canned content information (Para 84 lines 1-5). 

Regarding Claims 18 and 43, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claims 1, 9, 31 

and 38. 

Nakata does not disclose sending a request for a plurality of broadcast information associated 
with the at least one broadcast event from the first client to the broadcast server; 
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receiving the plurality of broadcast information from the broadcast server by the first 
client; and 

sending a monitoring notification from the first client to the second client, wherein the 
monitoring notification includes the plurality of broadcast information. 

In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose sending a request for a plurality of broadcast 
information associated with the at least one broadcast event from the first client to the broadcast 
server; 

receiving the plurality of broadcast information from the broadcast server by the first client 
(FIG.4, 88A, Para 64 lines 7-12, Para 70 lines 1-5); and 

sending a monitoring notification from the first client to the second client, wherein the 
monitoring notification includes the plurality of broadcast information (Para 80). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with disclose sending a request for a 
plurality of broadcast information associated with the at least one broadcast event from the first 
client to the broadcast server; receiving the plurality of broadcast information from the broadcast 
server by the first client; and sending a monitoring notification from the first client to the second 
client, wherein the monitoring notification includes the plurality of broadcast information taught by 
Finseth so that more information regarding broadcast program can be shared. 

Regarding Claim 19, Finseth further discloses one or a combination of broadcast 
information selected from a group consisting of an event start time, an event end time, a plurality 
of event connection information, and a plurality of media information (FIG.4, 94, Para 80 lines 4- 
6). 

Regarding Claims 20 and 44, Finseth further discloses the plurality of media information 
including a plurality of canned content information (FIG.4, 106). 
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Regarding Claims 21, 29, 46 and 56, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claims 1, 
9, 28, 31, and 55. Nakata further discloses sending a monitoring notification from the first client to 
the second client (Para 1 1 1 lines 8-1 3). 

Nakata does not disclose requesting a plurality of broadcast information by the second 
client prior to the launching step in response to the monitoring notification; and 

sending the plurality of broadcast information from the first client to the second client in 
response to the requesting step. 

In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose requesting a plurality of broadcast information 
by the second client prior to the launching step in response to the monitoring notification (Para 91 
lines 1-3, in order to view the program guide, viewer needs to request, like using remote control); 
and 

sending the plurality of broadcast information from the first client to the second client in 
response to the requesting step (Para 91 lines 1-7, per user's request, server sending the 
program guide to the receiver). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with requesting a plurality of broadcast 
information by the second client prior to the launching step in response to the monitoring 
notification; and sending the plurality of broadcast information from the first client to the second 
client in response to the requesting step taught by Finseth so that more information regarding 
broadcast program can be shared. 

Regarding Claims 22 and 47, Finseth further discloses the plurality of broadcast 
information comprising one or a combination of broadcast information selected from agroup 
consisting of an event start time, an event end time, a plurality of event connection information, 
and a plurality of media information (FIG.4, 94). 
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Regarding Claims 23 and 48, Finseth further discloses the plurality of media information 
includes a plurality of canned content information (FIG.4, 106). 

Regarding Claims 25 and 51, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claims 1, 24, 31, 

and 50. 

Nakata does not disclose the monitoring notification including a plurality of broadcast 
information. 

In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose the monitoring notification including a plurality 
of broadcast information (FIG.4, 94). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with the monitoring notification including a 
plurality of broadcast information taught by Finseth so that more information regarding broadcast 
program can be shared. 

Regarding Claims 26 and 52, Finseth further discloses the plurality of broadcast 
information comprising one or a combination of broadcast information selected from a group 
consisting of an event start time, an event end time, a plurality of event connection information, 
and a plurality of media information (FIG.4, 94). 

Regarding Claims 27 and 53, Finseth further discloses the plurality of media information 
including a plurality of canned content information (FIG.4, 106). 

Regarding Claims 30 and 57, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claims 1, 28, 31, 

and 55. 

Nakata does not disclose the monitoring notification including a second client profile. 

In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose the monitoring notification including a second 
. . client profile (FIG.9, 176A). 
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It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with the monitoring notification including a 
second client profile taught by Finseth so that more information regarding broadcast program can 
be shared. 

Regarding Claim 42, Finseth further discloses a plurality of canned content information is 
associated with the at least one broadcast event (FIG.4, 106), the method further comprising: 

determining the plurality of canned content information by the second device in response 
to the receiving of the plurality of broadcast information step (FIG.7, 140, Para 84, lines 1-5). 

Regarding Claims 45, 49 and 54, Finseth further discloses receiving the monitoring 
notification including the plurality of broadcast information by the second transfer application 
operating within the second device (FIG.7; 138, Para 83); and 

determining the plurality of canned content information by the second device in response 
to the receiving of the monitoring notification including the plurality of broadcast information step 
(FIG.7, 140, Para 84). 

Regarding Claim 59, Nakata does disclose all the limitations in Claim 31 . 
Nakata does not disclose downloading an event monitoring application by the second device prior 
to the launching step. 

In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose downloading an event monitoring application 
by the second device prior to the launching step (Para 84, build a personal program guide based 
on the information from first device). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with downloading an event monitoring 
application by the second device prior to the launching step taught by Finseth so that more 
information regarding broadcast program can be shared. 
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Regarding Claim 60, Finseth further discloses receiving a navigational path from the first 
device by the second device prior to the downloading step (the shared viewing preference 
information from 1 st device to the 2 nd device is a navigational path), wherein the downloading step 
comprising downloading the event monitoring application using the navigational path (Para 84 
lines 1-7). 

Regarding Claim 62, Nakata does disclose within a communication system (FIG.1, 1, 
Para 1 1 1 lines 4-8) having a plurality of devices including a first device (FIG.1 , 3A) and a second 
device (FIG.1 , 3B), a method for providing continuity of at least one broadcast event between the 
plurality of devices comprising: 

monitoring the at least one broadcast event by a first client on the first device (FIG.1 , 3A) 
; transferring a plurality of broadcast information associated with the at least one broadcast event 
from the first device to the second device (Para 1 1 1 lines 4-13); 

Nakata does not disclose sending the plurality of broadcast information from the second 
device to the third device in response to an occurrence associated with the at least one broadcast 
event; and 

launching monitoring of the at least one broadcast event by a third client on the third 
device in response receiving the plurality of broadcast information sent from the second device. 

In an analogous art, Finseth does disclose monitoring of the at least one broadcast event 
by a third client on the third device in response receiving the plurality of broadcast information 
sent from the second device (Para 87 lines 1-14, server is the 2 nd client, the remaining group 
members is the 3 rd client). 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Nakata with monitoring of the at least one 
broadcast event by a third client on the third device in response receiving the plurality of 
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broadcast information sent from the second device taught by Finseth so more viewers can share 
the broadcast information. 

Regarding Claim 63, Nakata further discloses the occurrence comprising one or a 
combination of occurrences selected from a group consisting of an event start time, a user input 
received by the first device (Para 77 lines 1-6), a user input received by the second device, a 
user input received by the third device, a detection of movement of the third device, a 
deactivation of the first device, a deactivation of the first client, an activation of the third device, an 
activation of a first transfer application operating within the first device, an activation of a second 
transfer application operating within the second device, an activation of a third transfer application 
operating within the third device, an establishment of a communication connection between the 
first device and the second device, and an establishment of a communication connection 
between the second device and the third device. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Fred Peng whose telephone number is (571) 270-1 147. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday 08:00-17:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/074,131 



Page 16 



Art Unit: 2623 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
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1000. 

Fred Peng Chris Grant 

Patent Examiner Supervisory Patent Examiner 
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